mother's apron-strings
Her ladyship's boy declares violently against being bewolfenbuttled—
a word which I do not pretend to understand as it is not in Mr
Johnson's New Dictionary.
In the face of such cunningly conceived opposition what could
the King do but to abandon the project?
by act of Parliament it was decreed that the Heir to the
Throne should attain his majority on his eighteenth birthday—
June 4th, 1756. The Prince had become a good-looking young
man; and he was probably not nearly as big a fool as his mother
thought him. His Sub-Preceptor, Scott, told his friend, Mrs
Calderwood of Polton, that at eighteen the Prince was
a lad of very good principles. Good natured, and extremely
honest; has no heroic strain, but loves peace, and has no turn
for extravagance; modest and has no tendency to vice, and has
as yet very virtuous principles; has the greatest temptation to
gallant with the ladies, who lay themselves out in the most shameful
manner to draw him in, but to no purpose.
Such was the verdict of one who knew the Prince intimately.
Now that the Prince was c of full age ' the King quite rightly
made another attempt to wean him from his mother. Waldegrave
was instructed to inform the young man that for the future he
would receive from his grandfather an allowance of .£40,000
a year to meet the expenses of his household; but at the same
time he would be required to occupy apartments in the palaces
at St James's and Kensington, which die King would have
suitably prepared for him. The Prince graciously thanked the
King for the promised allowance; but he regretted that he
could not possibly live at either St James's or Kensington because
that would mean parting from his mother, and for this reason
he trusted that the King would not press the matter further.
George II was an irascible little man; and his views on filial
obedience in others contrasted strangely with his unnatural
behaviour towards his own father. If the Prince refused to do
his bidding and leave his mother, then the King would with-
hold die promised allowance until he yielded to die royal com-.
mand. But die Ministers were not prepared to support such
drastic action. To revoke the grant to the Prince would im-
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